
Thomas J. Klein 
December 30, 2010 
 
President Barack Obama 
c/o The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

For the past 30 years, the United States Congress has been attaching and passing the 
Hyde Amendment. Article 1 Section 8 of The Constitution of the United States gives 
Congress this power as it says in part: 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution 
in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

While you and I may agree or disagree with the need or want for this ‘Law’, the Congress 
of the United States, with its duly representatives and senators, decided year after year to 
not make this a permanent fixture in our Great Nation but to discuss this on an annual 
basis.  

And when the Senate passed, after careful deliberation on March 24, 2010, a health care 
bill that did not include this language, avoiding the possibility of making this permanent 
fixture in our land, keeping the status quo of the past thirty years, you signed an executive 
order that same day, doing what the Senate chose not to do. 

You and I may disagree on the Constitutionality of the executive order process as a 
whole, but for the sake of this letter, I am willing to acknowledge the existence of this 
practice. What I, a registered voter and a citizen of the Great State of Missouri find so 
unnerving, is that faced with a Senate that does not produce a bill to suite your personal 
agenda you create an executive order to do that very same thing. 

My question to you sir is how does this action differ from that of a dictator or king? At 
what point to you acknowledge that your job as my public servant is to uphold the 
Constitution of the United States? You took the oath, twice as I remember, just to be sure 
you got it right. Is it not your job to uphold the law, enforce the law but not write the law? 

You may say that you have latitude in how choose to operate the Department of Health 
and Human Services, but our Senate just deliberated on not making the policy as outlined 
in the Hyde Amendment a permanent fixture of our government and you decided you 
knew better. 
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I ask you this simple question; what gives you the right to subvert the will of the 
Congress and act like a king? 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas J Klein 
www.lettersiwrite.com 

 


